
Dear Ishaan from the future,

Hello, Ishaan from the future! This is Ishaan from grade 9. If everything is going according to
plan, then you should be receiving this letter within your MIT dorm precisely 7 years after
writing. And although my writing may seem crude, and my knowledge futile, I do hope that you
will read this with an open mind.

Over the past 10 years, we have seen a variety of technological advancements regarding the
sustainability of our environment. Following the industrial revolution, a growing number of
individuals are beginning to become further concerned with the state of our planet. However, I
believe that the speed of advancement is beginning to increase. For example, take the number of
technological advancements made addressing the sustainability of our planet in the 1950-1960
decade, and the same in the 2000-2010 decade. The latter obviously has a larger impact within
any context.

Following this idea, I believe that the upcoming years will feature many new advancements in
terms of environmental sustainability. According to StatCan, around 65,000 electric vehicles
were registered in the nine months following the beginning of 2021. And within the entirety of
2020, there were only around 55,000. And with the recent gas price fluctuations in 2022, many
more individuals are finding ways to reduce their carbon footprint. Additionally from personal
experience, I believe that a larger percentage of individuals have started following safe recycling
practices. Many families, including my own (as you already know), are comfortable composting
their items. Additionally, there has been a surplus in the installation of hydropower and wind
turbine facilities in the last few decades. Our energy consumption has transitioned from a heavy
reliance on fossil fuels, to a relatively more sustainable usage of energy. Although the way we
use energy today has improved, climate change is still a huge problem.

In developing countries, water pollution is still a huge problem. Many developing countries do
not have a sustainable or reliable way to dispose of plastics.



Another problem is the ever so apparent climate change disasters that are occurring. Along the
pacific coast, water encroachment upon the land is a huge problem. Frequent and dangerous
wildfires across the world’s warmer regions are starting to become a problem. All of this is due
to climate change.

On top of this, I feel that there will be a wave of government-imposed mandates. This can range
from compulsory purchase of an electric vehicle, all the way to a densely populated country
setting restrictions upon how many children a single family can have. Additionally, I believe that
many current items which incorporate plastic into their manufacturing will be scrapped for a
more reliable and eco-friendly item.

As this letter comes to a conclusion, I would like to pose a few well-meaning questions to future
me, regarding the subsequent chapter in the world’s quest of energy and environment
sustainability. Firstly, I would like to know whether some countries (excluding the ones that
already do) will create birth mandates, in which families will only be allowed to have ‘x’ amount
of children. Another thing I would like to know is whether countries have some futuristic mode
of transportation. Maybe how people in the early 21st century were amazed by electric cars, if
there’ll be something new that will impress me. Maybe commercially feasible electric aircrafts?
How about wind powered trams? And lastly, I would like to know whether any devices would be
created to fix the already existing damage that has been done. Not to mitigate the problem, but to
fix the damage that has already been caused. Maybe an invisible solvent which can rid the air of
harmful greenhouse gasses? Maybe even a robot which can clean up the ocean?

Apart from my wacky perceptions and engineering ideals (I can’t help it), I do hope you’re doing
well. Hopefully, you can remember back to this moment and cherish my childish wisdom.
Besides that, I hope you contribute to some of the incredible engineering feats and projects that I
highlighted within this letter.

Adios,

Ishaan




