
  April 21, 2022 

Dear future self,  

In Canada, more than half of our electricity, roughly 61% of it, comes from hydro 

sources, which are reusable sources and don’t cause a lot of emissions into the environment. 

Electricity is an important part of our daily lives. It provides us lighting, electricity for charging 

devices, provides power to the fridge, microwave, etc. Electricity provides energy to all our 

essential items. Most of our energy comes from hydro sources, and I feel like this is very good 

that the government decides to use hydropower instead of fossil fuels as they are non-renewable 

sources and they produce a lot of emissions. Meanwhile, hydro sources are renewable sources 

and there will always be water and it will produce fewer emissions into the environment. It is 

good that we are using hydropower as our source of electricity, but a lot of it still comes from 

non-renewable sources such as coal and natural gasses.  

Natural gasses are not renewable and we will eventually run out and we will not be able 

to harvest it anymore and when natural gasses are used as energy, they produce emissions into 

our environment and cause pollute things like the air. When the gasses are burnt, they are very 

toxic and it will cause air pollution, and when we breathe that air in, we are breathing in toxins 

and that may eventually result in long-term health conditions. An example is Coal. When we 

burn coal, it produces toxic emissions into the environment and then we breathe that toxic air in. 

This is also not good for other species as well as it can cause global warming and some species 

will have to relocate as their ecosystem or environment may be unlivable because of the toxins 

that are being released into the air, and the species and animals can breathe in that toxic air as 

well. I am wondering what the government is doing to slowly get rid of these types of energy 

sources and convert to renewable energy sources, and what will be their process behind it. 

Besides coal and other natural gasses, some of our energy comes from nuclear sources.  

Nuclear sources don’t produce a lot of emissions, and they are cheaper to use as well. 

Studies have shown that the nuclear sources used for energy here helped avoid 80 million tons of 

carbon dioxide emissions per year, and it is also the equivalent of taking 15 million vehicles off 

the road. I am wondering how the Canadian government will get rid of non-renewable sources 

and what will be their process for switching to renewable sources. I also wonder how the 

government will get industries and factories to switch where they get their energy from as well.  

There are still many industries here and they are producing a lot of emissions and 

greenhouse gasses and a lot of emissions coming from vehicles as well.  Greenhouse gases will 

cause climate change by trapping the heat on earth and will affect some types of species and 

possibly make them go extinct. Consumers like us need industries as they produce what we need 

in our everyday lives but I am wondering how they will manage to do that sustainable instead of 

the way that they are currently doing. Breathing in emissions from vehicles, factories, etc., are 

not good for our health and they are very toxic when you breathe them in, and it can cause long-

term health effects. The fuel that cars run on our fossil fuels, and they are very dangerous. They 

are also unsustainable as we cannot reuse them. Once we run out of them, there is no way we can 

get more in the span of our lifetime or get them back, and that can cause many disturbances to 

our everyday life. I would like to know how car companies, etc., will get more people to buy 

electric or hybrid cars, or how we will try to convince them to produce more of those types of 

cars as they are better for our environment and reduce our carbon footprint. Cars play a very 

important part in our daily lives to get us where we want to but we need to be able to do it 

efficiently and in a way that is good for and is sustainable for our environment.  



   

For the public transportation industry, such as busses, subways, trains, etc. They also 

produce a lot of emissions into our air and cause air pollution, and I am interested to know what 

the government is doing to reduce the emissions, such as buying greener vehicles that are better 

for the environment or buying vehicles that use renewable energy sources such as electricity. 

Public transport plays an important role in our life in transporting us to our destinations but it is 

important that they do it efficiently and in a way that is safer for our environment.  

As for water pollution, sewages, industrial pollution, industrial waste, etc., have caused 

many issues for Canadian waters. We still need industries but what are some ways to make those 

industries sustainable? Fossil fuels from the industries cause a lot of water pollution to happen. 

Natural gasses coming from our homes for cooking (gas stove), heating, etc., will produce 

emissions and will pollute the environment, such as air and water pollution. This is once again, 

very dangerous for our environment and will cause many problems in the future, such as climate 

change and will harm many different species as well. This makes me wonder what the Canadian 

government is doing to further enforce the consequences of dumping things into the waters as 

they are very dangerous for the species that live in the water. Contamination of the waters will 

eventually leave them to become useless and lifeless as the water is toxic from the airborne 

emissions or pollutants, and the toxins dumped into the water that it would be dangerous for 

anything living to be in contact with it.  

Shipping industries, currently use non-renewable energy sources. Vessels will pollute the 

air and the water because of the emissions that they release, and consumers like me will need the 

shipping industries for food, supplies, etc. Shipping industries are very important for our 

everyday lives and they also play a part in keeping the world moving but they leave emissions 

and greenhouse gasses into our atmosphere and in the water. I am interested in knowing how the 

industries will slowly convert to renewable and sustainable energy sources such as hydrogen, and 

what the Canadian government’s plan is to reduce emissions in our waters.  

The aviation industry also produces emissions into the air as well, and they play a big 

part in our lives and how we use energy. Airplanes do produce a lot of emissions that are toxic to 

our environment and use non-renewable energy sources, but they are slowly moving to more 

fuel-efficient aircraft designs which will save fuel and produce fewer emissions and a lot of 

aircraft manufacturers are experimenting with new types of fuel such as bio-fuel. Some of the 

manufacturers, like Airbus, have also started designing aircraft that produce zero emissions by 

using hydrogen. I am interested to know how this will play out in the Canadian aviation industry 

and see how interested Canadian airlines are in purchasing these aircraft in the future and how 

they will phase out their older aircraft which use non-renewable energy sources if they choose to 

do so. The aviation industry plays an important role in our lives as it gets us to where we want 

from point A to point B and it connects us with the world, but I want to know how the Canadian 

aviation industry will do it sustainably.  

Another major industry polluting the air in Canada is the cement industry. The cement 

industry mainly uses coal as their energy source for production, and coal is very toxic and will 

produce emissions and greenhouse gasses into our atmosphere which will cause global warming 

and other problems, such as habitats being destroyed, and health effects on living things like us 

and other species, etc. Coal produces a lot of carbon emissions and it is also a significant source 

of that. Energy used from coal is one of the largest sources of air pollution in Canada. It also 

pollutes the water and land as well. Coal can cause problems such as acid rain, and respiratory 



   

problems for us. Coal severally affects the health of people living around the coal mining areas 

and the areas where they are being burnt. Out of all fossil fuels, coal emits the most carbon 

dioxide and burning it poses a threat to further climate change. I am interested to know what the 

Canadian government will do about the use of coal in cement production, because we need 

cement to further develop the land, make new roads, and build new structures. Cement plays an 

important role in our daily lives, but its production is terrible for our environment. I am 

interested to know how the government and the people working in those industries will try and 

make the production of cement more green, or other alternatives to cement that are better for our 

environment when producing it. I am also interested in knowing how other Canadian industries 

will move away from using coal, and what the Canadian government is doing to discourage the 

use of coal as an energy source.  

Currently, Canada still has a long way to be more environmentally friendly, but I feel that 

we are currently on a good start, such as using hydropower for electricity. I am curious to see 

how this will change in the future and if there are any improvements to what we currently have. 

 

Sincerely, 

Your past self 

 

 


